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PROGRESS REPORTS  
ON-LINE   
November 3 
 
PTO MEETING 
November  9    9:30 AM 
 

VETERAN’S DAY 
ASSEMBLY 
November  10     9:45 AM 
 
VETERAN’S DAY 
HOLIDAY 
NO SCHOOL 
November 11 
 
SITE BASE COUNCIL 
November 16      3:30 PM 
 
SEMINAR 
November 18 
 

THANKSGIVING 
HOLIDAY 
November 24 and 25   

 

 
WINTER CONCERT 
December   15     6:30 PM 

WINTER  BREAK 
Dec 19-Jan 2 
 
SCHOOL RESUMES  
January 3 

 

 
 
 

 
TAKE HOME DEVICES 
  
Thank you for your support of this initiative to level the playing field and put 
educational technology devices in the hands of every student. Our school technology 

committee (led by Ian Patrick and Dani Stoehr) has been busy developing procedures 
and providing training for our staff and students in the appropriate use of the 
chrome books. Nearly all of them have been distributed to students. Thank you Ian 
and Dani! 
Our vision is to provide all students with this powerful tool to increase their 

engagement in school and encourage them to collaborate with other students on 
specific projects. Eventually, these devices will hold copies of their textbooks, 
reading materials, planner information and much more. Our staff is being trained 
specifically on ways that they can take advantage of having these devices in their 
classrooms. Many of our teachers have begun using google classroom and shared 

documents between students. They are constantly discovering new ways to use this 
technology to challenge their students. 
In the past few years, competition for our carts of portable computers had become 
fierce. We simply did not have enough computers to match the demand from our 
staff and students. We were also finding that some students did not have easy 

access to a device at home. Our hope is that this will help alleviate both of those 
issues in addition to allowing us to further engage our students in 21st Century 
collaboration skills. 
We have developed a list of frequently asked questions for parents and will be 
sending out a parent survey this month. Please check the web site for more 

information. Thank you again for your support. 
To parents who have purchased insurance, don't forget you MUST register your 
device to activate your insurance policy. To register your device, follow these steps: 
 

1. Go to www.gocare.com/bisd 

2. Go to "MY ACCOUNT" in the upper, right-hand corner and log in 
3. Click the "Register & Name your device" hyperlink 
4. Provide the device serial number, which is 22 digits long and begins with 

NXG and click "Continue" 
 

NOTE: If you wait until after November 11th, you may be required to also submit a 
photo of the chromebook in order to register it. So, register your device today! 
 
 
  

Mike Florian, Principal 
 

 

 

http://www.gocare.com/bisd


 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fallapalooza was a Success! 
 
Thank you to Stephanie Buffkin for all the hard work you and your team put into the Fallapalooza.  Also a 
big thank you to Sandra Allen, Mark Emerson and Jeff Logan for working together and making it possible 
to have an online donation option this year.  Thank you to That’s a Some Pizza for the discounted price on 
pizza.  The volunteers that showed up on the night of the event to decorate, check-in, chaperone, serve 

pizza and clean up helped make this special event a success!  Thank you to the staff at Woodward that 
came with their dancing shoes on. 
 
It is nice to see everyone celebrate our accomplishments.  Because of the dedication at home we raised 
about $30,000 to support our PTO programs.  Remember you can continue to contribute through the year 

either online or sending in a check.  It’s not too late to ask your employers if they match donations.  Let 
the PTO know if you have any questions about this.  Thanks again for your incredible generosity! 
 

Special thanks to our Top Five Student Fund-Raisers: 

Thomas McNulty John Levine Jessica Berman 
Mathurin (Matt) LeDorze Gabby Edwards 

 
PTO General Meeting Speakers: 

 
Thank you to Mairead Shutt from Bainbridge School Foundation for joining us last month!  BSF raises 
funds to support teachers, students and programs in the district.  Their 2016 Clickathon is going on now 

through October 31st.  
 
Thank you to  Giselle McFarlane  and Susanne Schneider from Bainbridge Youth Services.  BYS provides 
no-fee, professional, confidential counseling for adolescents ages 12 - 19 in the community.  BYS also 
sponsors Think Tank, a free peer tutoring program available to all students that is offered Monday - 

Thursday at BHS. 
 
I want to encourage parents to take a look at the Bainbridge Healthy Youth Alliance website—http://
www.bihealthyyouth.org—and sign up for the newsletter (and their Beyond the Report Card Campaign!) 
 

Our next PTO meeting is Thursday November 9th at 9:30 in the staff lounge with Peter Bang-Knudsen as 
our guest speaker.  Come join us as Peter continues his listening tours through the district.   
 
Kylee Stanton-Hicks 
WMS PTO President 

Please contact me if you have any questions or suggestions about upcoming PTO meetings.  
woodwardptopresident@gmail.com 
 

http://www.bihealthyyouth.org
http://www.bihealthyyouth.org
mailto:lisalwhite@gmail.com


 Bainbridge Schools Foundation - Click for kids! 
 
The Bainbridge Schools Foundation’s (BSF) annual fall Clickathon 
campaign is here! Please help make our schools extraordinary by 
donating to this campaign. A donation of any amount makes a 
difference.    
Bainbridge Schools Foundation is the only organization that can fund 

educators. Your support in the past has helped reduce class size, fund 
STEM teachers, and provide additional teachers focused on academic 
support for struggling students.  When you donate to BSF you are 
investing in our schools—today and in the future. Together, we have a 
tremendous influence on the quality of education on Bainbridge Island. 

Thanks to the support of Dr. Bell and Dr. Thompson of Bainbridge 
Dental, the first $20,000 in gifts will be doubled. Give now and 
increase your impact. www.bainbridgeschoolsfoundation.org. 
 

Raising Resilience 
& Bainbridge Youth Alliance Presents: 
 
Join Michele Borba, Ph.D., on November 9,  at 7:30 p.m. at BHS 
Commons for "UnSelfie: Why Empathetic Kids Succeed in an All-

About-Me World."  
 
Teens today are 40 percent less empathetic than they were thirty 
years ago. Why is a lack of empathy so dangerous? It hampers our 
ability to collaborate, innovate, and problem-solve - all must-have skills 

for the global economy. 
  
Dr. Borba dispels the myth that grades and IQ are the quickest road 
to achievement and happiness. Instead, the "Empathy Advantage" and 
the skills it ignites are what we really need to succeed in school, work 

and relationships. In her talk, she will present a research-based 
revolutionary new framework for activating empathy in children from 
birth to young adulthood. 
 
To Register, visit: https://raisingresilience.org/events-list/unselfie-

why-empathetic-kids-succeed-in-our-all-about-me-world/ 
 
 

Michele Borba, Ed. D., is an internationally 
recognized educational psychologist and 
expert in parenting. She is as renowned for 
her warm, down-to-earth presentation style 
as she is for cutting-edge insights. One of 
the foremost authorities on childhood 
development in the country, she is a regular 
NBC contributor and has been featured on 
Dateline, The View, Dr. Phil, NBC Nightly 
News, Dr. Oz, and The Early Show, among 
many others. She lives in Palm Springs, 
California, and is the mother of three sons. 

http://www.bainbridgeschoolsfoundation.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UjRCPXMZ5zvhIIvxuS8nNrKnQUizutGKXtZTP2_a_ry7bjpvzS4qfq9rcl-L5EoPPgzegzBcSZXa3AAXJL-A3kmcYj95mwzj1KDjkf3jMG8bVJES195_MndeZdfMi7qPp1UNQTs_ksR8d70XHmC0xlx59ssVdFWEZRNE3LSY4b3nqhmQ5dKTVw==&c=8mnHz_HzPlnDC6S9dgOCXOtwH0EFAOY1kpOCLSmVA


 

   Woodward Cell Phone Policy new! 
 

With the distribution of Chromebooks, cell phones will need to be in lockers 
during the school day.  All educational uses of a cell phone can now be 
accessed on the Chromebook that students were issued, including email, 
graphing calculator, and Internet.  Students are to put cell phones in lockers 
BEFORE school begins and can retrieve them after the final school bell for 

the day.   
  
 Below are the procedures and consequences for cell phone violations: 
  

 First Offense:  Warning.  Teacher will ask student to put cell phone in locker. 

 

 Second Offense:  Teacher will confiscate phone, and student may retrieve it 

at the end of the day from that teacher. 
 

 Third Offense and every offense thereafter:  The phone will be brought 

down to the office and a parent or guardian must retrieve the phone.  It will 
not be released to the student.  

 

If you need to get in contact with your student, please call 206-780-4504, and we will get them a 
message or have them call you immediately.  
 
 

Woodward Sports Athletic Eligibility 
 
In order to "try-out" for a sport, all athletes must be in 
compliance with the Woodward Middle School Athletic Eligibility 

Policy, which states athletes must have a C or higher in ALL their 

classes.  In addition, athletes must maintain a C or higher in all 

classes throughout the sport season.  Athletic Eligibility checks  

will occur every two weeks.  The first time a student lets his/her grades drop below a C, they are 

put on a plan of Academic Improvement and have 2 weeks to bring their grade up to an acceptable 

level.  The second time the student lets his/her grades drop below a C, the student is put on 

"Probation" and cannot play in games (but can still practice).  The third time the student becomes 

academically ineligible and they may be removed from the team. 
 
Thank-you for your support in helping maintain Woodward Middle School as an academically 
focused school , where athletes must be students first.     



STUDENTS OF THE MONTH - OCTOBER 2016 
 

 
8th GRADE 

Izzy Arlt and Owen Knight 

 
7th GRADE 

Eden Michael and Liam Reinders 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Honorable Mention: 8th Grade 
Amanda Fox, Nate Lapin, Cayley Mead, Elli Prickett, Ellie Rice, Ben Robinson, 
Marty Weigel. 
  
Honorable Mention: 7th Grade 
Sophia Allen, Jessica Berman, Trey Byron, Maddi Carter, Alexander 
Jensenlopez, Lane Johnson, Everett Moore, Connor Sweeney, Ava Targett, 
Kylie Turner. 



Applied Math Club 
 

Why do we spend so much time learning math - what’s it good for? Guess what - 
it’s really useful! 
 

In Applied Math Club we will learn how math can be key to real world activities.   
We will work in teams to try and solve practical challenges in navigation, learn 

how to send coded messages, apply math to winning at games of chance, manage your money, run a 
business and much more. We will work indoors and outdoors (as weather allows). 
 

We meet on Friday mornings at 7:30 am in Room 111. 
Contact David Cosman — cosmand@comcast.net 206-719-1563 

 

“Fill the Tuba” Results Are In! 
 
Thank you, Parents and Friends, for sponsoring WMS Bands at the annual Fill 
The Tuba fund-raising event on October 25th.  We raised over $2,600 for much
-needed band music and supplies that will benefit all our student musicians. 

 
Come join us at our Winter Band Concert on December 15th at 6:30 pm! 

Veterans Day Assembly, November 10th 
 

We would be honored to have all Parents and Family Members who have served 
in our armed services join us for our annual Veterans Day Assembly on 
Thursday, November 10th at 9:45 am.  Please RSVP to Susan Waite at (206) 

780-4501 so we can reserve a seat for you. 

What’s Going On . . . . . 

What a Fabulous End to the Wildcat Cross Country Season! 

I am super proud of how our large team of 71 endurance athletes performed at 
the League Championship meet. If you missed it, here is a snapshot of the meet.  

Almost everyone earned a personal record (PR); that means this is the fastest 
they have ever run 2.0 miles during a race.  The Girls’ Open Team won their race 

with a perfect score of 15 points.  The Boys’ Open Team won their race with the 
low score of 27 points.  Both the Boys’ and Girls’ Varsity Teams earned trophies by securing 3rd place 
out of 12 (more experienced) teams.  Meghan McPherson, Alex Miller, and William Galvin all earned 
ribbons by being one of the top ten individual finishers in their varsity races.  Finally, Alex Miller set a 
course record and is the League Champion by winning his race with a time of 11:39. 

 
Go Wildcats!!! 
~ Coach Evans 

mailto:cosmand@comcast.net


Woodward School Lunch Waste Management: Thanks and Opportunities 
 
Continuing thanks go to our students for doing a great job of sorting their lunches to help us reduce 
what goes to landfill! Most students are now in the habit of emptying their leftover food into 
compost buckets as well as containers that go to feed local horses and chickens. As we reported in 
an earlier newsletter, that means about 150 pounds of uneaten food each week serves a positive 
purpose instead of making climate-changing methane in a landfill.  

 
In order to also quantify the recycling taking place and to see how else we might reduce what goes 
to landfill, we recently did a quick survey of the contents of the trash and recycling bins from one 
day of lunches. Woodward students clearly know and take seriously what goes into our recycling. 
Aluminum cans, milk cartons, water bottles and yogurt containers (placed into the wash bins so they 

are rinsed before recycling) are all getting appropriately recycled. We took our 1-day survey 
and scaled it up by multiplying our findings by the number of days in the school year. 
The results: approximately 7,000 aluminum cans, 1,600 water bottles, and 9,000 milk 

cartons are staying out of the landfills each year because our students are 
appropriately recycling. Great work! 
 
We also want to highlight an area where Woodward students could make a big difference by making 
different choices about lunch packaging. More than 100 plastic Ziploc-type bags were thrown out 
during our one-day survey. If we scale up this rate of use over the entire school year, it means our 

students are throwing away about 16,000 plastic bags each year! That’s a pretty incredible 

number, especially if we consider we are just one school generating that many plastic bags. We’d 
like to encourage students and parents to think about alternatives to plastic bags, 

such as reusable containers or wax paper bags (they're compostable!) that could help 
us reduce this amount of plastic. 
 

Thanks again to our students for doing such a great job keeping resources out of the landfill. 
 
With gratitude, 
 
Deb Rudnick, Susan Knell & Diane Landry 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Woodward Making a Difference 


